
Update:  
2006–2007 ARD Decision-making Process for the Texas Assessment Program  

 
The purpose of this letter and attachments is to provide the most up to date information 
regarding the assessment of students who receive special education services and how it 
relates to the ARD decision-making process for the Texas Assessment Program.  The 
decision-making process remains the same, but the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills–Alternate (TAKS–Alt) field tests have been added as an assessment option.  Although 
the entire ARD manual will not be updated, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) will supply 
updated graphs, flowcharts, and sample forms on our website to replace those previously 
published in the 2006–2007 ARD manual.  Please ensure that school personnel are aware 
of these changes. 
 
In order for the state to meet federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements, students 
whose individualized education program (IEP) currently indicates that they will be assessed 
using a functional locally determined alternate assessment (LDAA) because they are 
significantly cognitively disabled, and who meet the TAKS–Alt participation requirements will 
be participating in the TAKS–Alt field test in spring 2007.  All students who meet the TAKS–
Alt participation requirements will be required to participate in the field test for all applicable 
TAKS subject areas for their enrolled grade.  Due to the pervasive nature of their disabilities, 
it is inappropriate for students participating in the TAKS–Alt field test to be assessed in one 
subject area with TAKS–Alt and in other subject area(s) with another assessment (e.g., 
State-Developed Alternative Assessment II (SDAA II) for math and TAKS–Alt for reading) 
 
All other students who receive special education services must be assessed using TAKS, 
TAKS–Inclusive (TAKS–I), SDAA II, TEKS-based LDAA, or a combination of these 
assessments.   
 
The TAKS–Alt field test is an online assessment system.  School districts will not submit an 
answer document for students participating in the TAKS–Alt field test; therefore, there will be 
no TAKS–Alt bubble on any answer documents.  In addition, the “Functional LDAA” field will 
be removed from all answer documents.   
  
For students who will take a TEKS-based LDAA, the “TEKS-Based LDAA” field will remain 
on SDAA II and TAKS–I answer documents in February and April, as well as on TAKS exit 
level retest answer documents. Detailed instructions regarding the coding of the spring 2007 
assessment documents will be provided in the 2007 District and Campus Coordinator 
Manual. 
 
In addition clarification regarding oral administration and reading assistance and any new 
information about allowable accommodations for the Texas Assessment Program will be 
available in the 2007 District and Campus Coordinator Manual.  Since the current ARD 
manual does not reflect changes incorporated in the 2007 District and Campus Coordinator 
Manual, you will need to refer to this manual when it is available in December 2006 for 
updated information.   
 
If you need assistance or clarification regarding the coding of answer documents or the 
TAKS–Alt field test, please call the TEA Student Assessment Division of at 512-463-9536.  If 
you need assistance or clarification regarding the ARD process or IEP documentation, 
please contact the TEA Division of IDEA Coordination at 512-463-9414. 
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Test Administration Dates 

Administration Schedule for Enrolled Grade 9 Students 

Receiving Special Education Services in Reading


Student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 

with allowable TAKS accommodations or without any accommodations.


TAKS on February 20, 2007 

Student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 
with accommodations that are nonallowable for TAKS. 

SDAA II Instructional Level 9 on February 21, 2007* 

Student is receiving modified TEKS instruction 

with allowable SDAA II accommodations or without any accommodations.


SDAA II Instructional Levels K–8 on April 18, 2007* 

Student is receiving modified TEKS instruction with 
accommodations that are nonallowable for SDAA II. 

TEKS-based LDAA

(given on a schedule set by the ARD committee prior to submission 

of the corresponding TAKS, TAKS–I, or SDAA II answer documents)


Student is receiving TEKS instruction that is 
linked to the grade-level curriculum. 

TAKS–Alt field tests

(Student must meet participation requirements)


* Because some students enrolled in Grade 10 may be required to take both an SDAA II Instructional Level 9 
reading test and an SDAA II writing test at a lower instructional level, the SDAA II Instructional Level 9 
reading test must be administered on February 21, 2007. Students will not be required to take two tests on 
the same day. 

2006–2007 ARD Committee Decision-Making Process for the Texas Assessment Program 
www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment 8 



Test Administration Dates 

Administration Schedule for Enrolled Grade 10 Students 

Receiving Special Education Services in ELA


Student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 

with allowable TAKS accommodations or without any accommodations.


TAKS Grade 10 ELA on February 20, 2007 

Student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 
with accommodations that are nonallowable for TAKS. 

SDAA II Instructional Level 10 ELA on February 20, 2007 

Student is receiving reading and/or writing modified TEKS instruction 
with allowable SDAA II accommodations or without any accommodations. 

SDAA II Instructional Level K/1, 2, 3/4, 5, 6/7, or 8/9 writing on February 20, 2007 

and 

SDAA II Instructional Level 9 reading on February 21, 2007* or SDAA II

Instructional Level K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 reading on April 18, 2007


Student is receiving modified TEKS instruction with 
accommodations that are nonallowable for SDAA II. 

TEKS-based LDAA

(given on a schedule set by the ARD committee prior to submission 

of the corresponding TAKS, TAKS–I, or SDAA II answer documents)


Student is receiving TEKS instruction that is 
linked to the grade-level curriculum. 

TAKS–Alt field tests

(Student must meet participation requirements)


* Because some students enrolled in Grade 10 may be required to take both an SDAA II Instructional Level 9

reading test and an SDAA II writing test at a lower instructional level, the SDAA II Instructional Level 9

reading test must be administered on February 21, 2007. Students will not be required to take two tests on

the same day.


2006–2007 ARD Committee Decision-Making Process for the Texas Assessment Program 
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Subject-Area Assessment Information 
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Subject-Area Assessment Information 

Choosing the Appropriate Assessment for 
Students Receiving Special Education Services 

in Subjects Tested by SDAA II 
Reading 

The student must be enrolled in 
Grades 3–9 at the time of testing. 

Mathematics 
The student must be enrolled in 
Grades 3–10 at the time of testing. 

Writing/ELA 
The student must be enrolled in 
Grade 4, 7, or 10 at the time of testing. 

Is the student receiving TEKS 
instruction on or near grade level with Yes 

no accommodations that would 
invalidate TAKS? 

No 

Is the student receiving TEKS 
instruction on or near grade level with Yes 

accommodations 

(documented in the IEP) 


that would invalidate TAKS?


No 

The student takes the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge 

and Skills (TAKS). 

The student takes the 
State-Developed Alternative 

Assessment II (SDAA II). 

Is the student receiving modified TEKS 
instruction with no accommodations 

that would invalidate SDAA II? 

No 

Yes 

Is the student receiving instruction 
using modified TEKS curriculum with 
accommodations (documented in the 
IEP) that would invalidate SDAA II? 

Yes 

No 

Is the student 
receiving instruction using Yes 

curriculum that is linked to the 
grade-level TEKS? 

The student takes the 
State-Developed Alternative 

Assessment II (SDAA II). 

The student takes an appropriate 
locally determined alternate 

assessment (LDAA) assigned by 
the ARD committee. 

The student takes the TAKS–Alt 
field tests for all subjects assessed 
in the student’s enrolled grade. 
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Subject-Area Assessment Information 

Choosing the Appropriate Assessment for 
Students Receiving Special Education Services 

in Subjects Not Tested by SDAA II 
Science 

The student must be enrolled in 
Grade 5, 8, 10, or 11 at the time of 
testing. 

Social Studies 
The student must be enrolled in 
Grade 8, 10, or 11 at the time of 
testing. 

Exit Level ELA 
The student must be enrolled in 
Grade 11 at the time of testing. 

Exit Level Mathematics 
The student must be enrolled in 
Grade 11 at the time of testing. 

Is the student receiving TEKS 
instruction on or near grade level 

with no accommodations that would 
invalidate TAKS? 

No 

Is the student receiving on- or 
near-grade-level or modified TEKS 
instruction with accommodations 

(documented in the IEP) that would 
invalidate TAKS? 

No 

Is the student receiving instruction 
using modified TEKS curriculum with 
accommodations (documented in the 

IEP) that would invalidate TAKS–I? 

No 

Is the student 

receiving instruction using 


curriculum that is linked to the 

grade-level TEKS?


Yes The student takes the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge 

and Skills (TAKS). 

Yes The student takes the 
TAKS Inclusive (TAKS-I).* 

Yes The student takes an appropriate 
locally determined alternate 

assessment (LDAA) assigned by 
the ARD committee. 

Yes The student takes the TAKS–Alt 
field tests for all subjects assessed 
in the student’s enrolled grade. 

* Students may take TAKS–I tests only at their enrolled grade level. 
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Subject-Area Assessment Information 

Summary of Steps for Making Assessment Decisions and 

Setting Appropriate Achievement Level Expectations


Step 1 

Review the student’s current information to 
determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment 
(TAKS, TAKS–I, SDAA II, TAKS–Alt field tests, or LDAA). 

Step 2 

Select an SDAA II expected achievement level 
based on the student’s growth expectations. 

Determine the appropriate 
SDAA II instructional level. 

Step 3 

Step 4 

Is the student expected 
to progress through the 
TEKS curriculum at this No 
instructional level with 
minimal (beginning) 
knowledge and skills? 

Is the student expected 
to progress through the 
TEKS curriculum at this No 
instructional level with 
adequate (developing) 
knowledge and skills? 

Is the student expected 
to progress through the 
TEKS curriculum at this 
instructional level with 
strong (proficient) 
knowledge and skills? 

Yes Yes Yes 

Achievement Level I Achievement Level II Achievement Level III 
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SSI Grade Advancement Requirements 

SSI Grade Advancement Requirements

for Enrolled Grade 3 Students


Receiving Special Education Services for Reading


ARD determines 
that student is exempt 
and takes an LDAA 
for reading. 

Student is subject to SSI grade advancement 
requirements and takes SDAA II (April) as one of 

three testing opportunities under SSI* 

Did student perform satisfactorily on SDAA II reading test? 

ARD determines that student 
takes SDAA II reading test 
at Instructional Level K, 
1, 2, or 3 

Regularly scheduled ARD develops IEP for student served 
by special education and determines appropriate ongoing 

assessments (formal and informal measures) 

Studentís grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 

ARD determines that 
student takes TAKS 
reading test 

SEE FLOWCHART FOR 
GRADE 3 

TAKS READING 

ARD determines that 
student meets the TAKS-Alt 
participation requirements 
and therefore participates 
in the TAKS–Alt field test. 

Student’s grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 

NO YES 

Student meets 
grade advancement 
requirements as 
determined by ARD 

ARD members determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan 
•  Additional testing opportunity with appropriate 

TEKS-based informal or formal assessment 

Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
*Important note on three testing 
opportunities for SSI grade advancement: 
ARDs determine schedule of these tests and 
have the option to provide the first testing 
opportunity prior to SDAA II, using a 
TEKS-based formal or informal assessment. If 
a student performs satisfactorily on this 
assessment, then that student meets SSI 
requirements but still takes the SDAA II 
reading test in April as required in IEP. If a 
student does not perform satisfactorily, the 
student receives accelerated instruction and 
takes SDAA II as the second test opportunity 
required under SSI. 

Student performs 
Student takes TEKS-based satisfactorily and meets 

assessment grade advancement 
(date determined by ARD) requirements as 

determined by ARD 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

ARD members meet to determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
• TEKS-based assessment 
•  Consider waivers and grade placement 

Student takes TEKS-based assessment 
(date determined by ARD) 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

Student performs 
satisfactorily and meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for reading 
as determined by ARD 

ARD members meet to determine 
• Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
• Grade placement 
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SSI Grade Advancement Requirements 

SSI Grade Advancement Requirements 

for Enrolled Grade 5 Students 


Receiving Special Education Services for Reading


ARD determines that 
student takes TAKS 
reading test 

SEE FLOWCHART FOR 
GRADE 5 

TAKS READING 

Regularly scheduled ARD develops IEP for student served 
by special education and determines appropriate ongoing 

assessments (formal and informal measures) 

Student is subject to SSI grade advancement 
requirements and takes SDAA II (April) as one of

 three testing opportunities under SSI* 

Did student perform satisfactorily on the SDAA II reading test? 

ARD determines that student 
takes SDAA II reading test 
at Instructional Level K, 
1, 2, , 4, or 53. 

ARD determines 
that student is exempt 
and takes an LDAA 
for reading. 

Student’s grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 

ARD members determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan 
•  Additional testing opportunity with appropriate 

TEKS-based informal or formal assessment 

NO 

Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 

Student performs 
Student takes TEKS-based satisfactorily and meets 

assessment grade advancement 
(date determined by ARD) requirements for reading as 

determined by ARD 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

ARD members meet to determine 
• Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
• TEKS-based assessment 
• Consider waivers and grade placement 

ARD determines that 
student meets the TAKS-Alt 
participation requirements 
and therefore participates 
in the TAKS–Alt field test. 

Student’s grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 

Student meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for reading 
as determined by ARD 

YES 

*Important note on three testing 
opportunities for SSI grade advancement: 
ARDs determine schedule of these tests and 
have the option to provide the first testing 
opportunity prior to the SDAA II, using a 
TEKS-based formal or informal assessment. 
If a student performs satisfactorily on this 
assessment, then that student meets SSI 
requirements but still takes the SDAA II 
reading test in April as required in IEP. If 
student does not perform satisfactorily, the 
student receives accelerated instruction and 
takes SDAA II as the second test opportunity 
required under SSI. 

Student takes TEKS-based assessment 
(date determined by ARD) 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

Student performs 
satisfactorily and meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for reading 
as determined by ARD 

ARD members meet to determine 
• Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
• Grade placement 
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SSI Grade Advancement Requirements 

SSI Grade Advancement Requirements 

for Enrolled Grade 5 Students 


Receiving Special Education Services for Mathematics


ARD determines that 
student takes TAKS 
mathematics test 

SEE FLOWCHART FOR 
GRADE 5 TAKS 
MATHEMATICS 

ARD determines that student 
takes SDAA II mathematics 
at Instructional Level K, 
1, 2, , 4, or 53. 

Student takes TEKS-based 
assessment 

(date determined by ARD) 

Student is subject to SSI grade advancement 
requirements and takes SDAA II (April) as one of

 three testing opportunities under SSI* 

Student meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for mathematics 
as determined by ARD 

ARD members determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan 
•  Additional testing opportunity with appropriate 

TEKS-based informal or formal assessment 

Did student perform satisfactorily on the SDAA II mathematics test? 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

ARD members meet to determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
•  TEKS-based assessment 
•  Consider waivers and grade placement 

Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 

Student takes TEKS-based assessment 
(date determined by ARD) 

ARD members meet to determine 
•  Accelerated instruction plan (AIP) 
•  Grade placement 

Student performs 
satisfactorily and meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for mathematics 
as determined by ARD 

Student does not perform satisfactorily as 
determined by ARD 

Student performs 
satisfactorily and meets 
grade advancement 
requirements for 
mathematics as 
determined by ARD 

Regularly scheduled ARD develops IEP for student served 
by special education and determines appropriate ongoing 

assessments (formal and informal measures) 

NO YES 

*Important note on three testing 
opportunities for SSI grade advancement: 
ARDs determine schedule of these tests and 
have the option to provide the first testing 
opportunity prior to the SDAA II, using a 
TEKS-based formal or informal assessment. 
If a student performs satisfactorily on this 
assessment, then student meets SSI 
requirements but still takes the SDAA II 
mathematics test in April as required in IEP. If 
student does not perform satisfactorily, the 
student receives accelerated instruction and 
takes SDAA II as the second test opportunity 
required under SSI. 

ARD determines 
that student is exempt 
and takes an LDAA 
for reading. 

ARD determines that 
student meets the TAKS-Alt 
participation requirements 
and therefore participates 
in the TAKS–Alt field test. 

Student’s grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 

Student’s grade placement 
is NOT affected by this policy 
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___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decisions

Student: ______________________________________ 

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 
(Note: Spanish when applicable.) 

Check appropriate subjects: Accommodations: 

Reading ________________________ 
Mathematics ________________________ 
Writing/ELA ________________________ 
Science ________________________ 
Social Studies ________________________ 

Date: _____________________________ 
Enrolled grade at testing: _________ 

Rationale: 

The student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade 
level and does not need any accommodations that would 
invalidate TAKS. 

TAKS Inclusive (TAKS-I) 
(Enrolled grade only) 

(Note: Spanish when applicable.) 

Check appropriate subjects: Accommodations: 
Science ________________________ 
Spanish Science ________________________ 
Social Studies ________________________ 
Exit Level Math ________________________ 
Exit Level ELA ________________________ 

Rationale: 

The student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade 
level but needs accommodations (documented in the IEP) that 
would invalidate TAKS. 

State-Developed Alternative Assessment II (SDAA II) 
For each subject that applies, record the instructional level and the accommodations 

documented in the IEP. Note the expected achievement level (ARD expectation). 

Reading 

Instructional Level:


ARD Expectation:


Rationale for ARD Expectation:


Rationale: (Check one for each appropriate subject.) 

Reading 
The student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 
but needs accommodations (documented in the IEP) that would 
invalidate TAKS. 

The student is receiving modified TEKS instruction, making

TAKS inappropriate.


Other (specify) ________________________________________


Accommodations: _________________________________________


Mathematics 
Instructional Level:


ARD Expectation:


Rationale for ARD Expectation:


Mathematics 
The student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 
but needs accommodations (documented in the IEP) that would 
invalidate TAKS. 

The student is receiving modified TEKS instruction, making

TAKS inappropriate.


Other (specify) ________________________________________


Accommodations: _________________________________________


Writing/ELA (Grades 4, 7, and 10 ELA only)


Instructional Level:

ARD Expectation:


Rationale for ARD Expectation: 

Writing 
The student is receiving TEKS instruction on or near grade level 
but needs accommodations (documented in the IEP) that would 
invalidate TAKS. 

The student is receiving modified TEKS instruction, making

TAKS inappropriate.


Other (specify) ________________________________________


Accommodations: _______________________________________ __


TAKS–Alt field tests 
For all applicable tested subject areas (reading, writing, ELA, mathematics, science, social 

studies) in grades 3–10 and Exit Level. 

Rationale: 
The student is receiving instruction that is linked to the grade-level 
curriculum and meets participation requirements for TAKS–Alt. 

Locally Determined Alternate Assessment(s) (LDAA) 
The ARD committee assigns other TEKS-based alternate assessment(s) for the student and 

expected performance. 

Assessment(s) used: 

Rationale: 

The student requires test accommodations that would invalidate 
TAKS, TAKS-I, and/or SDAA II. 

Other (specify) ________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: Reading 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: ___________ 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:______________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grades 3–9* (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no 

What instruction is the student receiving? 

____ on- or near-grade-level TEKS curriculum 

____ modified TEKS curriculum at Instructional Level  ____ 

____ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum 

What allowable accommodations** will be needed for this test administration?________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for READING.


____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)


____ TAKS–I (enrolled grade only) with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)
N/A 

____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations (GO TO STEP 3)


____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE)


____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE)


Step 3: Determine the appropriate SDAA II instructional level. 

Is a CSR available from last year’s SDAA II READING assessment?  ____ yes ____ no 

If so, what was the result?  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Is the student receiving TEKS instruction at a higher instructional level than that tested on last year’s SDAA II? 

____ yes ____ no 

Circle the SDAA II instructional level that will be most appropriate for the student’s assessment in READING. 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Step 4: Select an SDAA II expected achievement level based on the student’s growth expectations. 

In selecting the appropriate achievement level, the ARD committee should discuss the student’s current instruction and 
projected growth through the TEKS mastery level determined in Step 1. 

____ Achievement Level I  ____ Achievement Level II  ____ Achievement Level III 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: Reading 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I N/A 
____ SDAA II: Instructional Level ___, Achievement Level ___

____ TAKS–Alt field test

____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________


* ELA for Grades 10–11 are on a separate form.


** Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable.
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: Mathematics 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: ___________ 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:_________________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grades 3–11 (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no 

What instruction is the student receiving?


___ on- or near-grade-level TEKS curriculum


___ modified TEKS curriculum at Instructional Level  ____


___ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum


What allowable accommodations* will be needed for this test administration?___________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for MATHEMATICS. 

____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE) 

____ TAKS–I (Grade 11 Exit level only) with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE) 

____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations (GO TO STEP 3) 

____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE) 

____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE) 

Step 3: Determine the appropriate SDAA II instructional level. 

Is a CSR available from last year’s SDAA II MATHEMATICS assessment?___ yes ___ no


If so, what was the result?  _________________________________________________________________________


Is the student receiving TEKS instruction at a higher instructional level than that tested on last year’s SDAA II? 

____ yes ____ no 

Circle the SDAA II instructional level that will be most appropriate for the student’s assessment in MATHEMATICS. 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Step 4: Select an SDAA II expected achievement level based on the student’s growth expectations. 

In selecting the appropriate achievement level, the ARD committee should discuss the student’s current instruction and 
projected growth through the TEKS mastery level determined in Step 1. 

____ Achievement Level I  ____ Achievement Level II  ____ Achievement Level III 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: Mathematics 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I (Enrolled Grade 11 only) 
____ SDAA II: Instructional Level ___, Achievement Level ___ 
____ TAKS–Alt field test 
____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________ 

* Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: Writing 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: ___________ 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:______________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grade 4 or 7* (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no 

What instruction is the student receiving?

____ on- or near-grade level TEKS curriculum

____ modified TEKS curriculum at Instructional Level  ____

____ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum


What allowable accommodations** will be needed for this test administration?________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for WRITING.

____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)

____ TAKS–I with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)
N/A 
____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations (GO TO STEP 3)

____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE)

____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE)


Step 3: Determine the appropriate SDAA II instructional level. 

Is a CSR available from last year’s SDAA II WRITING assessment?  ____ yes ____ no


If so, what was the result?  __________________________________________________________________________


What achievement level did the student receive?  ____


Is the student receiving TEKS instruction at a higher instructional level than that tested on last year’s SDAA II?


____ yes ____ no


Circle the SDAA II instructional level that will be most appropriate for the student’s assessment in WRITING. 


K/1 2 3/4 5 6/7 8/9


Step 4: Select an SDAA II expected achievement level based on the student’s growth expectations. 

In selecting the appropriate achievement level, the ARD committee should discuss the student’s current instruction and 
projected growth through the TEKS mastery level determined in Step 1. 

____ Achievement Level I  ____ Achievement Level II  ____ Achievement Level III 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: Writing 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I (Enrolled Grade 11 only.) N/A 
____ SDAA II: Instructional Level ___ Achievement Level ___

____ TAKS–Alt field test

____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________


* ELA for Grades 10–11 are on a separate form.


** Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable.
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: ELA* 
Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: 10 11 (Circle one.) 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:______________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grade 10 or 11 (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no


What instruction is the student receiving?

____ on- or near-grade-level TEKS curriculum

____ modified TEKS curriculum (Fill out separate reading and writing forms.**)

____ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum


What allowable accommodations*** will be needed for this test administration?________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for ELA.

____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)

____ TAKS–I with or without allowable accommodations for enrolled Grade 11 only (STOP HERE)

____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations for enrolled Grade 10 students taking Instructional level 10 


only (GO TO STEP 4) 
____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE) 
____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE) 

Step 3: Determine the appropriate SDAA II instructional level. (Enrolled Grade 10 students taking Instructional 

Level 10 only) 

Is a CSR available from last year’s assessment?  ____ yes ____ no 

If so, at what instructional level did the student test?  ____ 

What achievement level did the student receive?  ____ 

Is the student receiving TEKS instruction at the same instructional level tested on last year’s SDAA II? 
____ yes ____ no 

Is the student receiving TEKS instruction at a higher instructional level than that tested on last year’s SDAA II? 
____ yes ____ no 

Circle the SDAA II instructional level that will be most appropriate for the student’s assessment in ELA. 
10 

Step 4: Select an SDAA II expected achievement level based on the student’s growth expectations. 
(Enrolled Grade 10 students taking Instructional Level 10 only) 

In selecting the appropriate achievement level, the ARD committee should discuss the student’s current instruction and 
projected growth through the TEKS mastery level determined in Step 1. 

____ Achievement Level I  ____ Achievement Level II  ____ Achievement Level III 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: ELA 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I (Enrolled Grade 11 only) 
____ SDAA II: Enrolled Grade 10 only        Achievement Level ___ 
____ TAKS–Alt field test 
____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________ 

* The SDAA II Instructional Level 10 ELA test includes both reading and writing components. Students for

whom the SDAA II Instructional Level 10 ELA test is appropriate must take both the reading and writing

components. 


** For enrolled Grade 10 students who are receiving modified instruction, the ARD committee must choose

separate reading and writing assessments.


*** Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: Science 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: ___________ 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:______________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grades 5, 8, 10, 11 (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no 

What instruction is the student receiving?


____ on- or near-grade-level TEKS curriculum


____ modified TEKS curriculum at Instructional Level  ____


____ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum


What allowable accommodations* will be needed for this test administration?__________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for SCIENCE. 

____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)


____ TAKS–I with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)


____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations (GO TO STEP 3)
N/A 

____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE)


____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE)


Step 3: Not appropriate for Science. 

Step 4: Not appropriate for Science. 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: Science 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I 
N/A____ SDAA II 
____ TAKS–Alt field test 
____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________ 

* Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sample Forms 

Considerations for ARD Assessment Decision: Social Studies 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Enrolled grade at time of testing: ___________ 

Step 1: Review the student’s current information to determine the student’s present level of functioning. 

List information used to make assessment decisions:______________________________________________________ 

At the time of testing, will the student be enrolled in Grades 8, 10, 11 (as reported by PEIMS)?  ____ yes ____ no 

What instruction is the student receiving?


____ on- or near-grade-level TEKS curriculum


____ modified TEKS curriculum at Instructional Level  ____


____ instruction linked to grade-level TEKS curriculum


What allowable accommodations* will be needed for this test administration?__________________________________ 

Step 2: Determine the student’s TEKS mastery level and appropriate assessment. 

Using the information collected in Step 1, the ARD committee must choose the appropriate assessment for SOCIAL

STUDIES.


____ TAKS with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)


____ TAKS–I with or without allowable accommodations (STOP HERE)


____ SDAA II with or without allowable accommodations (GO TO STEP 3)
N/A 

____ TAKS–Alt field test (STOP HERE)


____ TEKS-based LDAA: determine what type of assessment will be used and the expected mastery level (STOP HERE)


Step 3: Not appropriate for Social Studies. 

Step 4: Not appropriate for Social Studies. 

Summary of ARD Assessment Decision: Social Studies 

ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
____ TAKS 
____ TAKS–I 
N/A____ SDAA II 
____ TAKS–Alt field test 
____ TEKS-based LDAA: ______________ 

* Refer to pages 60–71 in the ARD manual to determine if an accommodation is allowable. 
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